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       Attached Pronouns 

       attached to nouns 
Attached to nouns, these pronouns express possession and are called possessive pronouns. 
They always attached to indefinite nouns. In the table below, they are highlighted in blue.  

     

Pronoun type 
   

Separate 

   

Attached 

   

Example 




1
st person 

   

Singular 

  
I 

     

My pen is in my bag.  

   

Plural  

  
We 

          

Our friend is from our school. 





person

 
nd

2 

 
Singular 

   (M)  
  

You 
          

Your friend is in the room. 

   (F)  
  

You 
          

Your dog runs in the park.  

 

Dual 

  
You 

             

Your teacher explains the lesson. 

   
Plural 

   (M)    
You 

              

Your father arrived from work. 

   (F)     
You 

             

Your friend is cooking dinner. 




  

person
 

rd
3 

   
Singular 

   (M)    

He  
        

His phone is in his room. 

   (F)    

She 
          

Her bag is under her bed.  

  

Dual  

  
They  

           

Their car is new. 

   
Plural 

   (M)    

They  
        

Their books are in their bags. 

   (F)    

They 
        

Their friend is from Japan. 
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       attached to prepositions 
The form of these pronouns is the same as the form of possessive pronouns, but they are 
attached to prepositions, as highlighted in blue. They are called objects of preposition.  

    

Pronoun type 
   

Separate 

   

Attached 

   

Example 




1
st person 

   

Singular 

  
I 

        

Do you go with me?  

   

Plural  

  
We 

    

This house is for us. 





person

 
nd

2 

 
Singular 

   (M)  
  

You 
        

Sarah is looking for you. 

   (F)  
  

You 
        

I am proud of you.  

  

Dual 

  
You 

           

Indeed, you both are hardworking. 

   
Plural 

   (M)    
You 

            

She is angry with you. 

   (F)     
You 

         

She will come with you. 




  

person
 

rd
3 

   
Singular 

   (M)    

He  
    

I sat behind him. 

   (F)    

She 
        

We entered the house after her.  

  

Dual  

  
They  

         

Sorry, I am before them. 

   
Plural 

   (M)    

They  
        

There is a car in front of them. 

   (F)    

They 
          

I ordered pizza for them. 
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        1Attached to the Perfective Verb (1) 
These pronouns are attached to the imperfective form of the verb and occupy the subject 
position. Therefore, they are called subject attached pronouns. The third person masculine 
singular does not show as an attached pronoun because it is implicit and is always inferred.  

     

Pronoun type 
   

Separate 

   

Attached 

   

Example 




1
st person 

   

Singular 

  
I 

          

I went to the market yesterday. 

   

Plural  

  
We 

       

We came into the sitting room. 





person

 
nd

2 

 
Singular 

   (M)  
  

You 
          

Did you write the homework?  

   (F)  
  

You 
               

Where did you study Arabic? 

  

Dual 

  
You 

        
Where were you (both)?  

   
Plural 

   (M)    
You 

             
Why did you go outside the house? 

   (F)     
You 

            
Did you cook dinner?  





  

person
 

rd
3 

   
Singular 

   (M)    

He  
       

He came back home. 

   (F)    

She 
          

She drank Turkish coffee.  

  

Dual  

  
They  

           
They (m) played football. They (f) … 

   
Plural 

   (M)    

They  
     

They hunted a deer.  

   (F)    

They 
        

They went to the party.  
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        2Attached to the Perfective Verb (2) 
The attached pronouns in orange are subject attached pronouns. The pronouns in blue, 
however, are in the object position. Therefore, they are object attached pronouns. 

     

Pronoun type 
   

Separate 

   

Attached 

   

Example 




1
st person 

   

Singular 

  
I 

     

Did you hear me? 

   

Plural  

  
We 

         

Mohammed visited us yesterday. 





person

 
nd

2 

 
Singular 

   (M)  
  
You 

         

I promised you to go. 

   (F)  
  

You 
    

I loved you.  

  

Dual 

  
You 

      :       
I asked you, “where is the book?” 

   
Plural 

   (M)    
You 

              
Why did the teacher dismiss you? 

   (F)     
You 

            
We told you about Mohammed. 




  

person
 rd

3 

   
Singular 

   (M)    

He  
       

She heard him opening the door. 

   (F)    

She 
         

We took her to the hospital. 

  

Dual  

  
They  

          
I saw them both on the street. 

   
Plural 

   (M)    

They  
          

She saw them in the park.  

   (F)    

They 
          

They heard them screaming.  
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        1Attached to the Imperfective Verb (1) 
What appear at the beginning of the verb are pronominal prefixes, while what appear at the 
end of the verb are subject attached pronouns. With the pronominal prefixes, the subject is 
implicit inferred from the prefix.    

     

Pronoun type 
   

Separate 

   

Attached 

   

Example 




1
st person 

   

Singular 

  
I 

           

I go to the market every Friday. 

   

Plural  

  
We 

          

We are sitting in the sitting room. 





person

 
nd

2 

 
Singular 

   (M)  
  

You 
          

Do you know Mohammed? 

   (F)  
  

You 
              

Where do you study Arabic? 

  

Dual 

  
You 

         
Do you both work in a factory? 

   
Plural 

   (M)    
You 

      
Why are you sitting here? 

   (F)     
You 

          
You are studying medicine.  




  

person
 

rd
3 

   
Singular 

   (M)    

He  
          

Ali studies chemistry. 

   (F)    

She 
       

Sarah loves singing.  

  

Dual  

  
They  

 
  

         
         

They (m/f) are studying math   

   
Plural 

   (M)    

They  
          

The students are playing cards.  

   (F)    

They 
           

Will you go to the party? 
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         2Attached to the Imperfective Verb (2) 
The attached pronouns in blue are the object attached pronouns. The pronominal prefixes 
and the attached pronouns in orange indicate the implicit subject or are the subject 
attached pronouns. 

     

Pronoun type 
   

Separate 

   

Attached 

   

Example 




1
st person 

   

Singular 

  
I 

          

Mohammed is teaching me Arabic. 

   

Plural  

  
We 

       

Sarah will visit us tomorrow. 





person

 
nd

2 

 
Singular 

   (M)  
  

You 
           

I can help you.  

   (F)  
  

You 
        

Yes, we hear you.  

  

Dual 

  
You 

            
I am asking you, where is the book? 

   
Plural 

   (M)    
You 

        
Why are they fighting you? 

   (F)     
You 

           
When is teaching you dancing? 




  

person
 

rd
3 

   
Singular 

   (M)    

He  
             

The boss will meet him in an hour. 

   (F)    

She 
      

I love her lots. 

  

Dual  

  
They  

         
He will not train them today. 

   
Plural 

   (M)    

They  
           

The spectators support them.  

  (F)    

They 
       

Sarah is encouraging them.  
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        1Attached to the Imperative Verb (1) 
The imperative form of the verb is only used with the second person. If we take gender and 
number into account, there are five second person pronouns in Arabic. Four of them are 
attached to the verb as subject pronouns, as highlighted in blue. The fifth pronoun, i.e. the 
second person masculine singular, is not attached to the verb. It is implicit and is always 
inferred.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

Pronoun type 
   

Separate 

   

Attached 

   

Example 





person

 
nd

2 

 
Singular 

   (M)  
  

You 
       

Write the homework. 

  (F)  
  

You 
       

Get out of here.  

   

Dual 

  
You 

          
Go to the university.  

   
Plural 

   (M)     
You 

        
Run, run! 

  (F)    
You 

        
Study, or else something bad 

happens! 
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        2Attached to the Imperative Verb (2) 
Here the attached pronouns of the first and second persons are added to the imperative 
form of the verb as its object, so they are object attached pronouns. As for the attached 
pronouns in orange, they are subject attached pronouns; refer to imperative verb (1) table 
to see what they each refers to.  

     

Pronoun type 
   

Separate 

   

Attached 

   

Example 




1
st person 

   

Singular 

  
I 

    

Listen to me! 

   

Plural  

  
We 

         

Help us, please.  




  

person
 

rd
3 

   
Singular 

   (M)    

He  
        

Get him out of here. 

   (F)    

She 
        

Leave her alone (to her business). 

  

Dual  

  
They  

            
Stop them both from entering. 

   
Plural 

   (M)    

They  
          

Take them all to prison.  

   (F)    

They 
          

Encourage them so that they win.  

 


